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Twenty-five Sonnets Select- 
ed from English Verse. ^ 

Y own desire to possess these sonnets 
prompts their issue as a number of The 
Lotus. My reverence for them leads me 
to reprint them -without notes, com- 
ments, "appreciation" or any of the other 
cultivated impertinences of modern liter- 
ary pretension. 

I regret not to have found an American sonnet 
worthy of being included in this company. But 
that America, the land of "best sellers" and minor 
poets, has failed to produce a great sonnet is not 
surprising. True we have many "famous" authors — 
famous anywhere from a week to a month; and the 
American publisher considers the twenty-four hours 
lost during which he does not discover a new literary 
genius and forget another. But we have not yet 
learned that printed paper, bound between gold- 
stamped boards and illustrated with insipid pictures, 
does not constitute a book. And so our "best sellers" 
are like grass, without the valuable quality of being 
convertible into hay. 
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THE Recently we have established an American 

LOTUS Academy of Arts and Letters, which reads like a 
committee of "prominent citizens" appointed by some 
inland town to look after the comfort of visitors during 
"old home week." The few men of real genius on it 
must feel as it they had drifted into a Sargasso Sea 
of mediocrity; and although the one literary genius 
America has produced is included in its membership, 
he died in 1849 — so could not help himself. For this 
peculiar Academy, while avoiding an open confession, 
impliedly admits its own weakness by harking back 
to the past and drawing on the defenceless dead. 
Other Academies have been guilty of various de- 
linquencies. But, so far as I am aware, none save this 
has ventured to take advantage of a person's decease 
and consequent inability to decline, to elect him to 
its membership. 

Subterfuges such as this will perhaps help to 
explain why America has failed to produce even one 
great sonnet. 



^/t^va44!uXrUf^ 



U4^ 



